Anthropology Week 1 Notes 01/09 
1 Slide before you entered 
Anthro Perspective 


e Holistic 
e Comparative - can’t see what we are taking for granted until we compare 
e Relativism *(vs. ethnocentrism) 


System of meaning- true nature of experience that are shared by a people and 
passed from one generation to another including meaning people give to things, 
events, activities and people 


Cultural Anthropology - Dwelling Science 


Anthropology Week 2 - Class Three (Test 1) 


Topic: 
e Believes and Behavior 
e The process of how anthropologists conduct research. 
e Judging Beliefs and behaviours 
e Perspective - seeing the world through someone else. 
Reminders: 


e Get the Book 

e Complete the Quiz due at 9:15am (we got lucky because it is normally due 
at this time but due later this week 

¢ Complete the Assignment (won't be posted until tomorrow) 


Culture, Meaning and Ethnography 
1. Culture: Socially transmitted knowledge & behaviour shared by some group 
of people 
- Its learned 
- Socially transmitted. 
- Social action 
- Integrated w/ daily experience 
- Dynamic and contingent 
- Uses symbols - ex. 


Enculturation: The process by which each generation passes on culture, by means 
of social and cultural earning, to the next generation 


Anthropological Adage 
Make the strange familiar vs make the familiar strange. 


Being able to relate various sbomes or physical things towards other things that 
don’t even relate to it (ex. Friends, memorabilia, teddy bear) 


Culture & Power 


5 key components of Culture 

- NORMS - shared ideal or rule of how people should act (ex. Don’t sit beside 
someone when there is an open movie theater) 

- VALUES - what is desirable for themselves and society. 

- COLLECTIVE UNDERSTANDINGS - unconscious knowledge to determine 
behaviors. 

- CLASSIFICATION OF REALITY 

- WORLD VIEWS - how we perceive or interpret reality. 


2. Ethnographic Method: Immersion of research in the lives and cultures of 
people they’re trying to understand in order to comprehend the meaning the 
people ascribe to their existence. 

|. | Fieldwork - not able to be done with short crossties surveys or brief 
interviews. 
i. PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION 
1. Active movement from researcher or observer in the lives 
of thse being studied 
II. Makes a understanding of cultures and behaviours that people 
themselves might not even be aware of 


EX. Trobriand Islanders 


Key Terms of WEEK 2 


- Culture 

- Ethnocentrism 

- Relativism 

- Ethnographic Method 

- Participant Observation 


> Human Culture: is learned informally. 
> Anthropologists use the framework of cultural relativism to challenge 
ethnocentrism. 
> How to make the “strange familiar” and the “familiar to strange” 
o Examine the language used to refer to the site or action 
o Examine the event itself describe it in detaik 
o Discover social rules 
o Hear the story peopleuse this event/space tell about themselves 


